
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear B-V Families and Friends, 

A big shout out to our Citizens of the Month who consistently demonstrated the trait of Grit! 
Congratulations go out to: Genesis R., Dominic N., Mateo C., Juliette F., Camila C., Abigail B., Kaylah F., 
Christina J., Kiehley M., Bianca B., Salvatore M., Crystian S., Nicole F., Cailyn R., Jayden P., Gino S., and 
Madeline F. (pictured above left).  Next month, we focus on the trait of Creativity. Congratulations as well 
to the Blue Bus and Drivers Brian Sullivan and Steve Vitolo – they were selected for the overall best bus 
behavior for the month! 

B-V Showcase and PTA Meeting 
 Please join us on Monday night, December 2nd at 6:30 pm, for our Air Pong Showcase. RSVP’s 
were due last week, but if you are interested, please call the office. After the Showcase, we will have our 
regular PTA meeting at 7 pm. Childcare will be provided. 

 Thanks again to all of our Teaching Assistants, Aides and Monitors who were honored on School 
Related Professionals Day! Thank you as well to all of our school community members who shared 
compliments about their performance. Have a terrific Thanksgiving Break! 

Kindergarten Registration 
Registration for students entering kindergarten in September 2020 is being held by 

appointment on Tuesday, January 21st – Friday, January 24th. Letters with complete details will 
be sent home during the first week in January. The registration packet and information about 
additional documents that are needed can be found on the Hendrick Hudson website: 
www.henhudschools.org under For Parents, Student Registration or by using the following link: 
henhudschools.org/Page/233. If you know of any child born between December 2, 2014 and 
December 1, 2015, please let them know. 

Twitter Handle:  @BV_Principal



 
 Check out Mr. Cohen’s Wheel of Fortune experience – his episode is Friday, November 29, 
2019 at 7:30 pm. Thank you Mr. Copas for the cool image (top right) - good luck Mr. Cohen! 

Playground 
Children will be outside on the playground weather permitting.  We use the “real-feel” on 

weather.com to determine if the students should go outside. They will be outside if the real feel 
temperature is 20° or above. Please dress your children appropriately as the cold weather is here! 
Hats and gloves are necessary winter apparel. 

Also, there will be an early dismissal on Monday, December 9th buses will leave at 1:10 pm 
and lunch will be served. 

Morning Drop-Off 
No one should be dropped off before 8:30 a.m. as playground/monitor coverage does not 

start until that time. The only people coming before 8:30 a.m. are students who have been invited 
in early for extra help. Please do not leave your children unattended to enter the building before 
the monitors are out front. 

Afternoon Pick-Up 
The students’ day ends at 3:05 pm and they should remain in class until the end of the day. 

Please do not come before 3:00 as the front door will remain locked until we are ready to begin 
dismissal. Please be mindful as you wait in the lobby as classes are still moving through the building 
and help us maintain a quiet and safe learning environment until the end of the day. Teachers will 
be dismissing pick-ups as they walk their children out to the buses. 

Parking Lot Safety 
Only drop off students in the circle, not in parking spots unless you are escorting them – 

other drivers cannot see your students over the hood of their vehicles. 

 Only allow your student to exit your vehicle from the passenger side. 
 If your student cannot exit your vehicle without assistance, you must park in 

a parking spot. DO NOT as the driver exit your vehicle in the circle. 
 DO NOT drive between a stopped car and the traffic cones.  There are 

children walking in the circle.  



Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 Thank you for all the parents who came out for Parent/Teacher Conferences. If you were 
unable to make your scheduled appointment, please contact your child’s teacher in order to gather 
the important information they prepared for you. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress, please start by 
contacting your child’s teacher(s). If you need additional support or have further questions, feel 
free to contact me at any time. 

Mr. Cohen 
Notes from the Classroom 

Kindergarten 
Time is flying! We are very busy each and every day in kindergarten learning new skills and 

practicing to make permanent the skills we learned in September and October. It was wonderful 
to meet with so many of the moms and dads to discuss the growth and progress we are seeing. 
The children are working hard and trying their best to become readers, writers, scientists, 
mathematicians, and social scientists too! 

We spend a great deal of time on lowercase letters and remembering to write our names 
with only one capital letter. Daily writing is the best way to improve handwriting. Give your child 
extra practice by encouraging them to write cards, letters, or even grocery lists. Meaningful, 
real-world practice is a great way to encourage your child to practice writing and will be more 
receptive to your child as well. 

In Readers’ Workshop, we have focused on reading our favorite stories such as: The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff, The Carrot Seed, and Brown Bear, Brown Bear. Old favorites allow us to 
practice a variety of skills that will help us become strong readers. Some of these skills are: 

- rereading 

- looking at the pictures 

- reading and thinking about the parts we have read 

- pointing and noticing things in the pictures 

- saying what we see 

In Math, we continue to work with writing and counting numbers 0-10. Playing games, 
counting items in your house, or counting things while driving in the car are great ways to help 
your child develop a sense of numbers.  

We hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving Recess! 

 

 



First Grade 
 First graders are Word Detectives! Every day, we are solving a different mission to become 
a better reader. We learned that reading partners work together and they help, they don’t tell, 
when it comes to solving a trick word. We also know many snap words! Keep reading and building 
your stamina, first grade! 

 In Writer’s Workshop, we are finishing our Poetry writing unit. We will be moving onto Non 
Fiction Writing soon!  

 In Math, we are learning to make a ten before we add bigger numbers together. It is very 
important that we know our partners to ten to make this easier for us.  

 In Social Studies, we are learning about Families and how they are different. We also 
talked about different holidays we celebrate. 

 We hope that everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving with their families! 

Second Grade 
 Second graders have been working hard as the weather changes. We've been getting ready 
for Thanksgiving by reading books about being grateful and celebrating the holiday. Kindness 
continues to be a theme in read alouds and activities. We are also wrapping up our fiction unit and 
moving into our non-fiction unit. We're discovering what types of readers we are by analyzing our 
thinking and identifying if we are making predictions, finding connections, asking questions, 
focusing on the most important details, and clarifying what is being read.  

 Students are finishing their small moment writing pieces and we will soon begin writing an 
informational All About Book where our students are the experts on a topic of their choosing. 
Students will also include text features in their writing. 

 In Math, we have been learning how to measure in centimeters and meters using rulers, 
meter sticks, and meter tape. We've also measured using non-standard tools such as our pinkies, 
paper clips, and unsharpened pencils. We've also been challenged with solving addition and 
subtraction word problems involving measurement. Soon we'll be moving on to addition and 
subtraction within 200.  

 With our Social-Emotional Lessons, we have been diving deeper into learning about empathy. 
Students have been learning how to show compassion to everyone around them and identify how 
they are feeling as well as how others are feeling. We've enjoyed playing skills practice games 
and acting out scenarios. You may have even heard some of us singing the Empathy song. It's been 
a lot of fun! 

 As always, thank you to all of the families for all of your support. We are extremely 
thankful. Have a wonderful and delicious Thanksgiving! 

 



Third Grade 
The third grade did an amazing job coming together as a community for “The Great Bake.” 

Their efforts in making the apple pies will provide a sweetness for many Thanksgiving meals at 
the Jan Peek Shelter and the Mt. Carmel Food Pantry. Thank you again to our families for all of 
their support! 

When we were not baking, we were learning metric measurements (kilograms / grams, liters 
and milliliters) and rounding of numbers to the nearest 10 and 100. You can practice estimating 
weights and capacities by looking at food products in your home. We are also continuing to practice 
our multiplication facts! 

Text features and structures have been the focus of our ELA work. When students are 
able to identify and analyze text structures, non-fiction texts are easier to understand. We are 
also using this knowledge as writers of nonfiction. Our goal will be to write a Feature Article on 
something we are an expert at. 

As we finish up our Science unit on Forces and their interactions, we will be learning about 
the USA so we will be able to compare our culture to other countries. 

An important day in American culture comes in the fourth Thursday of November- 
Thanksgiving. We all have so much to be thankful for including the education that B-V School 
offers. 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 
Fourth Grade 

 Our fourth graders continue to work hard throughout each day. We continue to learn new 
and exciting things. In Social Studies we are learning about Iroquois cultures, traditions, and how 
they survived (food, clothing, shelter) using natural resources around them.  We continue to learn 
about the importance of the Iroquois Confederacy and the Great Laws of Peace. The students 
will begin to read the novel, The Eagle Song and make connections to what they are learning.  

 In Math, Module 3 is focusing on multiplication and division using place value to support 
understanding.  Please support your child by helping them to memorize their multiplication facts. 
Many students have learned the skip-counting method for each set of facts, but don’t know the 
actual facts automatically. Knowing the facts automatically will support them in solving larger 
numbers and word problems. Word problems will continue to be a big focus for us now and 
throughout the year.  

 In Writing, we have finished our narrative writing. Our next writing task will be Opinion 
Writing. 

 We wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 



Fifth Grade 
Fall has arrived and the students have really settled down into the fifth grade routine. We 

are continuing to reinforce the responsibilities of the students as members of the school and 
classroom community. We are so happy to have had the opportunity to meet with so many parents 
at our Meet the Teacher events. If you ever have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email 
your child’s classroom teacher.   

In Math, we are multiplying multi-digit numbers with decimals. With practice, the students 
are grasping the concept and completing all of the steps needed to solve the problems correctly. 
Please make sure to continue to practice math facts at home. It is important that the students 
are fluent with their math facts so they can comfortably solve these challenging problems.  

In ELA, we compared themes across texts. We analyzed our partnership books to 
determine if a particular theme applies and if not, what a theme might be. We studied how closely 
characters in a novel are connected to themes and how some characters are not connected to a 
particular theme. We are wrapping up our first partnership novels and will begin a new novel in 
December. 

Art 
 Congratulations to the following 5th grade students who were chosen to participate in the 
annual painting of the Buchanan and Verplanck Post Offices: Mailys Alves, Kaitlyn Bleakley, 
Madeline Ferguson, Isabella Gurgigno, Sage Kato, Annalyse Ortiz, Nicholas Picciano Montenegro, 
Emarie Santiago, Everett Skelly, Alexis Smith, Kasvi Thakor, and Sofia Solinsky. 

Instrumental Music News 
 The 4th and 5th grade students are working hard to prepare for their first performance of 
the year! Please mark your calendars with the rehearsal schedule below. Families of cello and bass 
players, be on the lookout for an email from Ms. Hecht with more details about large instrument 
transportation. 

All instruments and music should be at school on the following dates: 
Friday, December 13 
Monday, December 16 
Tuesday, December 17 
Wednesday, December 18 (Dress Rehearsal) 
Thursday, December 19 (Concert) 

 Please join us for the evening performance at 7:30 pm on Thursday, December 19th, 
in the B-V Gymnasium. Students should report to school at 7:00 pm to get ready for the 
concert. See you there! 

-Ms. Hecht and Mr. Franck 

 
 



Library Media Center 
By Mrs. Pal-Kolisz 

 Students listened to the biography, “Balloons over Broadway: The True Story of the 
Puppeteer of Macy's Parade” by Melissa Sweet.  Students have been responding to the book by 
creating their own miniature balloons and floats which will be used in an Ozobot parade.  Stay 
tuned for pictures of our parades, which will take place in December as students embark on our 
computer science unit and learn to code.    

 

Physical Education 
 All students at Buchanan-Verplanck have been participating in one of our perennial favorite 
Thanksgiving activities - Stuff the Turkey. Students have to throw or roll the stuffing (yarn 
balls) into the turkeys (hula hoops) on the opposing team's side. Once a turkey is stuffed, the 
student summons their team's "chef" to go collect the stuffed turkey and put it in their team's 
oven. The students look forward to this game every year. As the weather begins to turn more 
wintry and some of the students begin to wear heavy boots, please remember to help your child 
remember to pack their sneakers in their backpack on days they have physical education. Some 
of our activities require a great deal of running and boots make it difficult for them to participate 
fully. 

 
  



DECEMBER EVENTS 
2 – B-V Showcase  6:30 – 7:00 pm 

2 – B-V PTA Meeting  7:00 pm 

3 - Mrs. Fanning to HHFL  9:20 – 10:30 am 

3 – Holiday Shop Set-up  6:00 – 8:00 pm 

4 thru 6 – Holiday Shop during lunch 

4 - Mrs. Honovich to HHFL  9:20 – 10:30 am 

4 - BOE Meeting @  7:30 pm at DO 

6 – Mr. Pynn to HHFL 9:20 – 10:30 am 

6 – Holiday Shop & Craft Night  6:00 – 8:00 pm 

9 – Early Release Day – buses leave at 1:10 pm 
Lunch will be served 

12 – Bus Drills 

13 – Reading Buddies & School Spirit Day 

13 – Winter Concert Rehearsal  1:45 – 3:00 pm 

15 thru 22 – 5 Below Fundraiser 

16 – Winter Concert Rehearsal  1:45 – 3:00 pm 

17 – Mrs. Scotto / Mrs. Eade to HHFL 9:20 – 10:30 am 

17 – Winter Concert Rehearsal  1:45 – 3:00 pm 

18 - Dr. LeFevre to HHFL  9:20 – 10:30 am 

18 – Winter Concert Dress Rehearsal  9:30 – 11:30 am 

18 - BOE Meeting @ 7:30 pm at DO 

19 – Winter Concert  9:30 – 11:30 am 

19 – Evening Winter Concert  7:30 – 8:45 am 

20 – Ugly Sweater Spirit Day 

12/23/19 – 1/3/20 HOLIDAY RECESS SCHOOLS CLOSED 

CLASSES RESUME: MONDAY, 1/6/20 



Literacy Team 

 

 

 
 

10 Tips to Get the Most Out of Your Reading Time with Your Child 
1. Read every day, even if you only have a few minutes. This models that daily reading 

is an important part of each day. Children also love a pleasant routine. They will look 
forward to this special time. 

2. Create a cozy place to read together. It can be a special chair, or even a pile of 
pillows. 

3. Let your child help you choose what book to read. This will help you keep the child’s 
interest, and it makes him feel important. Visiting a library regularly makes choosing 
books easy and fun. 

4. Talk about the cover. Have your child guess what the book is about. Who are the 
characters? What is the title? Who is the author? Have you read books by this 
author before? Have you seen this illustrator before? 

5. Change your voice to go with the characters and the action. You don’t have to be an 
actor, but you can at least change your inflection for a livelier storytelling 
experience. Make sure you don’t read too quickly, too. You don’t want to sound like 
you’re rushing to finish. 

6. Show the pictures as you read. Not only do the pictures help a child understand and 
connect to the book, the illustrations often add humor and whimsy to fiction. 

7. After you read the book, talk about the story. Go back and look at the pictures 
again and talk about what happened. Point out any hard words to see if your child can 
figure out what they mean by looking at the surrounding words and pictures. 

8. Try to make connections to something in the story and your life or the child’s life. 

9. Be sure to prompt your child to critique the book. Ask questions such as, What did 
you like? What did you dislike? What made you laugh? What did you learn? 

10. Vary the genres that you read. Mix fiction and nonfiction. A child’s future favorite 
book might be in a genre he or she has not yet experienced! 



 

 

 

 
 

Box Tops are changing! 
Box Tops goals are still the same - 
earning money for our school, but 

technology is making the process easier 
for everyone! You can download the Box 
Tops App and scan your receipt instead 

of clipping the paper Box Tops. 
Until the logo changes over on packages 

to the one below, you can both scan 
your receipt and send in the paper Box 

Tops to school. 
Search: “Box Tops Bonus App” and 

download. 
Thank you for helping our children by 

earning money for our school! 
Remember every Box Top is worth $.10 

and it adds up. 
 

Any questions, please visit btfe.com or 
contact Jen Schembari or Jenn Bakker 

at: jschembari11@gmail.com 

 

 

B-V PTA POSTINGS
December 1, 2019

 

Want to be included in your child’s school 
activities  and events??? Then join the PTA!!! 

If you haven't done so already, you can still 
sign up for PTA Membership with our online 

link below: 

https://bves.memberhub.store/ 

 

For more info contact us at: 

bv.pta@henhudschools.org 

 

Like / Follow us on Facebook: 

Buchanan-Verplanck PTA 
https://www.facebook.com/BuchananVerplanckPTA 

 

*****LOST & FOUND***** 

Our lost and found section at B-V is already 
piling up!!! Could one of these items belong to 

your child??? 

Our lost and found section is now located in 
the Lobby. 

We will try to post items periodically on our 
Facebook page to help keep the paper pile 

small! 

You can make a difference while you shop 
Amazon. Simply shop www.smile.amazon.com 
and Amazon Smile donates to PTA New York 
Congress 018-351 Buchanan-Verplanck PTA 

 

 



 

B-V Spirit Wear  

 

 

 
December 

2nd - PTA Meeting 7-8 pm 

 
3rd - Holiday Shop set-up- 6-8 pm 

4th, 5th, & 6th - B-V Holiday Shop open 
during lunch 

*Volunteers Needed* 

6th - Evening Holiday Shop & Craft Night 
6-8 pm 

20th - Ugly Sweater Spirit Day 

 
13th, 20th- B-V School Store opens 

during lunch (1st Grade Volunteers) 

14th – 3rd Annual Breakfast with     
Frosty and Friends 

15th - 22nd - B-V 5 Below Fundraiser 

29th- B-V PTA Ice Skating Fundraiser 
at Westchester Skating Academy 

1:00-3:00 pm (cash only) 

 

 

 

 
 

Get your B-V Spirit Wear! 

Show your B-V Spirit 

when you are out and about. 

Our children also enjoy getting  

“Spirited Up”  

every Friday for B-V Spirit Day. 

New items and our all-time favorites are now  

available for 2019-2020 school year!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the B-V PTA Board 



Music 
Greetings from the Music Room! 

Kindergarten: 
Students have been practicing the difference between high & low and up & down. Students 
performed various activities that reinforce these skills. Activities that reinforce High/Low 
and Up/Down are (1) Roly Poly, (2) Fall, and (3) Fall Leaves. Students played Up/Down on the 
glockenspiel working on their fine motor skills to carefully play each note!  Students have also 
continued to practice steady beat activities. 

 
1st Grade: 
Students have continued to practice ways to show quarter notes, eighth note pairs, and quarter 
rests through singing, speaking, and moving activities. They are working hard to 
perform, create, and use their hearing to identify these types of notes. Students also learned 
about tempo (the speed of music). Tempos that students learned include presto (very fast) 
and largo (very slow)               

2nd Grade: 
Students learned to identify how melodies can move higher or lower and had the opportunity 
to rewrite melodies in a different position. Students also learned a simple song and performed 
multiple instrument parts simultaneously: (1) singing, (2) xylophone, (3) tambourine, (4) 
glockenspiel. Students labeled a new rhythm: half rest and performed different rhythm 
patterns that matched different Thanksgiving words and phrases    Students also learned 
to play and identify different barred instruments: (1) xylophone, (2) metallophone, and (3) 
glockenspiel.  

 
3rd Grade: 
Students learned to label different forms of a song: introduction, interlude, coda. Students 
learned a Native American folk song and some historical information about the value of music 
in Native American culture. Students used this folk song to practice performing the pulse 
(quarter, half, whole) of a simple song     . Students were introduced to the solfege sound 

high Do’ .  Students learned to perform folk dances to the songs: Great Big House and When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home.  
 
4th and 5th Grade: 

Less than a month until the Winter Concert! Save the date! 
 

Dress Rehearsal: Wed, 12/18 @ 9:30 am 
Concert: Thu, 12/19 @ 9:30 am & 7:30 pm 

 

Please note that all students are required to attend the evening performance on 12/19! 
 



  

Sunday, December 29, 2019 

1:00 – 3:00 PM 

Westchester Skating Academy 
91 Fairview Park Drive, Elmsford, NY 10523 

Grab your gloves and jacket and come join your friends for a day of skating and 

fun at the Westchester Skating Academy in Elmsford. Tickets are $12 per 

person, which includes skate rental. Six dollars from each ticket purchased goes 

directly back to the B-V PTA to support our elementary school. 

CASH ONLY AT EVENT! 

(B-V PTA won’t receive proceeds if admission is purchased through WSA) 

For questions please email Jennifer.Monks@live.com  

mailto:Jennifer.Monks@live.com
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